88                        MOSCOW ADMITS A CRITIC

I wished to secure collaborators in Soviet Russia for
our Slavonic Review, which, as I said, had to feel free to
take contributions from all sides. " It is absurd/' I said,
" to remain cut off from the country which we are
studying." This led to a discussion of the Russian
emigration. I told him all about my last Easter visit
to die Russian emigrants in Paris, the question that I
had put to them and the replies, and how all the most
important of them took the same view as the true mother
in the judgment of Solomon. " Anyhow," I said,
" that does make some kind of common interest between
you and them." In discussing their position he said,
" We gave them a time limit to come back, and those
that did not, we had to regard as our enemies." " Of
course it is your affair, not mine," I replied, " but if you
would admit the view of an outsider, I look at it just the
other way. Do you know that Guchkov is dying of
cancer in Paris ? " " Guchkov was some one," he said.
" Well that generation of emigrants," I went on, mean-
ing those who had taken a leading part in the Civil War,
" is dying out of itself; there are not so many of them
left. I am thinking of the young generation ; a time
limit is just what would not occur to me. I should say
it is not one question at all, but a thousand, or as many
as there are different emigrants. Some of them no doubt
will be absorbed in the countries where they are living ;
there are sure to be others who would wish to come back
and give a hand in the constructive work which is going
on here." He then told me how he himself had wished
to secure permission to return for one such, and he
seemed to admit that each such question might be
treated on its merits.